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(57) Abstract 

A method for maintaining synchronization between a base transceiver station (BTS) (30) and an intenvorking function (IWF) (40) 
widiin a cellular communicalions network (45) is disclosed. The method utilizes a synchronization procedure between the IWF (40) and 
the BTS (30) that makes the IWF (40) aware of propagaticm delays (36) between the IWF (40) and BTS (30). The IWF (40) utilizes this 
Infcmnation to adapt to the delays (30) such that the conect sequence is unpacked uplink when obtained from the base transceiver station 
(30). The IWF (40) also uses synchronizadon data to control transmissions from the IWF (40) to the BTS (30) such that frame numbers 
and timeslots (20) are received at the BTS (30) in the correct sequence. 
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